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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 17-26, 30-34 and 36 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 
37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 
11/19/2007. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claim 35 is objected to because of the following informalities: the term "means 
for coupling" is unclear because it appears to be an attempt to invoke 112, sixth 
paragraph. However, the applicant does not disclose in the specification any specific 
"means for coupling" for coupling the handle to the extension means for the elected 
species of Fig. 1 . Therefore, it is unclear what the applicant is referring to as the 
"means for coupling" for the elected embodiment. The only disclosure for the elected 
embodiment regarding the handle being attached to the extension means discloses that 
they are connected but does not specify how. Thus, it is suggested that the applicant 
amend the claim to remove the terms "means for coupling" and disclose that the handle 
is coupled to the extension means, to clarify the claim, and the claim will be treated as 
such for the sake of the current Office Action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102103 
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3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 14-16, 27 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by 
or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Persson (3,999,640). 

6. In reference to claim 14, Persson discloses a vacuum cleaner comprising a body 
(10) having a handle movable between a position for storage and a position for 
supporting the vacuum cleaner during carrying by a user (lid 16 is inherently capable of 
being used as a handle to pick-up or move the vacuum cleaner when it is in the 
extended position shown in Fig. 2), a cable winding device (11) disposed within the 
body and used for winding and unwinding a power cable (13) which is provided with an 
electric plug (14) for connection to an electric power network, and an auxiliary device 
(21) operatively associated with said handle for moving said electric plug from a first 
position (shown in Fig. 1), where the power cable is wound to the shortest length 
thereof, into a second position (Fig. 2) wherein at least one of said power cable and 
electric plug can be taken by hand for unwinding the power cable, wherein said auxiliary 
device is activated when said handle is moved from said storage position. However, 
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Persson shows the handle in a generally vertical position for storage and a generally 
horizontal position for carrying. As claimed, the terms horizontal and vertical are 
completely relative to the position of the apparatus of Persson, wherein the apparatus 
may inherently be rotated approximately 90 degrees such that the handle in a generally 
horizontal position for storage and a generally vertical position for carrying. 
Alternatively, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that it would be desirable to provide the same cord 
winding/retrieving structure disclosed by Persson to vacuum cleaners having different 
structure, wherein it may be more desirable to position the cord retrieving structure on 
the top of the vacuum cleaner body, to make it easier for a user to reach the cord. In 
this case, it further would have been obvious that the handle (16) will be in a generally 
horizontal position for storage and a generally vertical position for carrying, wherein the 
handle portion (16) would still be inherently capable of functioning as a handle in that 
the portion may at least be used to support the vacuum cleaner. 

7. In reference to claim 1 5, Persson further discloses that the auxiliary device 
comprises a pick-up element (21 ), which when the handle is moved from said generally 
horizontal storage position (home position shown in Fig. 1) moves the electric plug into 
the second position (Fig. 2). 

8. In reference to claim 16, Persson further discloses that the pick-up element (21 ) 
is attached to the handle (16). 

9. In reference to claim 27, Persson discloses a vacuum cleaner comprising: a 
vacuum cleaner body (10); a power supply cable (13) connected to the body and having 
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an electric plug (14) disposed at an end of the power supply cable; a handle (16; 
inherently capable of being used as a handle, as discussed supra) connected to the 
body for movement with respect to the body between an inoperative position (Fig. 1) 
and a carrying position (Fig. 2); and an auxiliary device (21) engaging the electric plug 
and being movable with respect to the body between a first position (Fig. 1), in which 
the electric plug is retracted adjacent the body, and a second position (Fig. 2), in which 
the auxiliary device extends the electric plug outwardly away from the body, the 
auxiliary device being coupled to the handle and being movable between the first and 
second positions in response to movement of the handle between the inoperative and 
carrying positions. As discussed supra, Persson shows the handle in a generally 
vertical position for storage and a generally horizontal position for carrying. As claimed, 
the terms horizontal and vertical are completely relative to the position of the apparatus 
of Persson, wherein the apparatus may inherently be rotated approximately 90 degrees 
such that the handle in a generally horizontal position for storage and a generally 
vertical position for carrying. Alternatively, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that it would be desirable to 
provide the same cord winding/retrieving structure disclosed by Persson to vacuum 
cleaners having different structure, wherein it may be more desirable to position the 
cord retrieving structure on the top of the vacuum cleaner body, to make it easier for a 
user to reach the cord. In this case, it further would have been obvious that the handle 
(16) will be in a generally horizontal position for storage and a generally vertical position 
for carrying, wherein the handle portion (16) would still be inherently capable of 
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functioning as a handle in that the portion may at least be used to support the vacuum 
cleaner. 

10. In reference to claim 35, Persson discloses a vacuum cleaner comprising: a 
vacuum cleaner body (10); a power supply cable (13) connected to the body and having 
an electric plug (14) disposed at an end of the power supply cable opposite the body; a 
cable winding device (1 1 ) disposed within the body for winding and unwinding the 
power supply cable; a handle (16; inherently capable of being used as a handle, as 
discussed supra) connected to the body for movement with respect to the body between 
an inoperative position (Fig. 1) and a carrying position (Fig. 2); an extension means (21; 
considered to be a functional and structural equivalent to the applicant's disclosed 
"extension means") for engaging the electric plug and being movable with respect to the 
body between a first position (Fig. 1), in which the electric plug is retracted adjacent the 
body, and a second position (Fig. 2), in which the extension means extends the electric 
plug outwardly away from the body; and a coupling means coupling the handle to the 
extension means for moving the extension means in response to movement of the 
mobile handle. As discussed supra, Persson shows the handle in a generally vertical 
position for storage and a generally horizontal position for carrying. As claimed, the 
terms horizontal and vertical are completely relative to the position of the apparatus of 
Persson, wherein the apparatus may inherently be rotated approximately 90 degrees 
such that the handle in a generally horizontal position for storage and a generally 
vertical position for carrying. Alternatively, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that it would be desirable to 
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provide the same cord winding/retrieving structure disclosed by Persson to vacuum 
cleaners having different structure, wherein it may be more desirable to position the 
cord retrieving structure on the top of the vacuum cleaner body, to make it easier for a 
user to reach the cord. In this case, it further would have been obvious that the handle 
(16) will be in a generally horizontal position for storage and a generally vertical position 
for carrying, wherein the handle portion (16) would still be inherently capable of 
functioning as a handle in that the portion may at least be used to support the vacuum 
cleaner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Persson (3,999,640) in view of Clowers et al. (4,1 06,1 65). 

1 3. In reference to claim 28, Persson discloses the vacuum cleaner of claim 27, as 
discussed supra, and further discloses that the auxiliary pick-up device (21) comprises a 
hook-shaped pick-up element defining a hole (22) therein for receiving the power supply 
cable, the pick-up element engaging the electric plug and being movable between the 
first and second positions. The pick-up element is hook-shaped in that the term "hook" 
is defined as "a curved or angular piece of metai or other hard substance for catching, pulling, 
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holding, or suspending something" 1 wherein the psck-up element dearly is angular, in that 
the element angles at the pivot point (at attachment point with portion 20) toward the 
handle (18) for connection with the handle, thus making the element an angular piece 
that is used for catching, pulling and holding the plug. Further, the element is obviously 
a hard substance, being formed as part of the vacuum housing and designed to 
withstand impact from the plug being returned to the element by the cable winding 
device (1 1 ). Therefore, the pick-up element reads on the definition of "hook-shaped". 
However, Persson fails to disclose that the hole (22) in the pick-up element is a slot. 
Clowers discloses an element that is designed to catch and hold a plug in a desired 
position, wherein the element comprises a slot (50) for the power cable to pass through, 
which also allows a user to easily remove the cable from the element if necessary, 
which would allow for easier assembly because a the slot would not require the entire 
power cable to be threaded through a hole or require attachment of the plug to the 
power cable after passing the cable through the hole, and will also make it easier to 
remove the cord from the element if the cord or element needs to be removed or 
replaced for maintenance or repair. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form the hole (22) of 
Persson as a slot, as taught by Clowers, to allow a user to easily position the cable 
within the pick-up element or remove the cable from the pick-up element. 
14. In reference to claim 29, Persson further discloses that the pick-up element (21 ) 
is fixed to the handle (16). 
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Response to Arguments 

1 5. Applicant's arguments filed 4/1 8/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The applicant argues that the lid (16) of Persson would not be 
inherently capable of use as a handle because it is too small, would likely be damaged 
and is not intended for use as a handle. However, the claim does not include any size 
requirement for the handle, there is no teaching that the lid (16) would be damaged if 
used as a handle, and although Persson does not disclose the lid (16) as being 
intended as a handle, the structure is inherently capable of use as a handle, either to 
move, lift, or stabilize the vacuum cleaner during lifting. Further, the claim limitation that 
the handle is used to support the vacuum cleaner during carrying (claim 1) is merely an 
intended use for the "handle", whereas the claim does not actual require that the handle 
may support the entire weight of the vacuum cleaner. The claim only requires 
supporting the vacuum during carrying, wherein the lid (16) is clearly capable of 
functioning as a handle by use to stabilize the vacuum while the majority of the weight 
may be held at another portion of the body. The "term" handle does not provide any 
further structure to the claim than the structure provided by the lid (16) of Persson. The 
applicant also argues that the lid (handle 16) of Persson is not in a horizontal position 
for storage and a vertical position for carrying. However, as discussed supra, the terms 
"vertical" and "horizontal" are relative terms that are determined by the orientation of the 
apparatus. As discussed supra, it would have been obvious that the apparatus of 
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Persson may be rotated from the position shown in the drawings such that lid (handle 
16) of Persson is in a horizontal position for storage and a vertical position for carrying. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Descarries (2,961,688) and Masakuza (JP 05-207945.) both 
disclose vacuum cleaners having similar structure and/or function as the applicant's 
claimed invention and Huber (2,979,576) discloses an auxiliary element for moving an 
electric plug out of a housing for grasping by a user that is similar to the auxiliary device 
disclosed by the applicant. 

1 7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRYAN R. MULLER whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4489. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday and 
second Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail III can be reached on (571) 272-4485. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/B. R. M./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3723 
7/9/2008 



/Joseph J. Hail, III/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3723 



